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The: trueſt relnvwn of ths Earle cf 


 Struffords Speech on the Scaffold on 
© Tower-hill before he was beheaded, 
May 12, 164Ts 


7 ogether with his department before and at the end of 


he execntion, 


Nl WY Lord Primate of Ireland, and my 
2711 Lords, and the reſt of theſe noble 
7&\ © AK Gentlemen, Tris a great; comfort to 

»\ Al ! metro have your Lordſhips by me this 
Fg ive" day, becauſe I. have beene knowneto 
you a ihais time, and. {T now dcfir re to be hearda few 
words: 

1 come kere' my Lords to pay my. laſt debt to, 
ſinne, which is death; and through the Mmercies: of 
God, to riſe agdine in erernill glow. Ds 

My Lords.,-if Tmay uſe a ew-words, I ſhall take 

1 as2 gfeat courteſi ie,from you: Tam come heremy 

Lords, toſubmit ro- the -judocmment Ge gh pallet a= 
gathſt me, Tdbeir gfich AY quiet-Ar 
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mind; I dofredy forgive or 
not from the ei coma they om from 
& heart;;*T f FE the lar Bpg Aſn 
d, 4, befor ol and, that there is not a 
Aa” pleaſing 


(2) 

pleaſingt gy Shaper, inFan man; 
Pelfinke d 1 ſay truely, my conſcience bears me 
witneſle, that 1 in all the honour hd to-ſerve his 
Majeſty , , Thad not any intention in my heart, , bur 
<4 aimear the yoint and;individuall” profj perity of 

the King and his people., although ic "a my-ill hap 
ro be miſconſtrued :'1 2m notthe firſt manthat hath 
ſifted inthis kinde, iris a comm2a portion that 
befalls men in this life righteous judgement ſhall 
be hereafter; herewe are ſubjeR toerrors and miſ- 
judging one another. 

One thing I deſire that I might be heard, and do 
hope that for Chciſtian charities ſake I ſhall bee be- 
Kkeved*. That I was ſo farre from-being againſt Par- 
liiments, that Talwaies did thinke Parliaments in 
England to bethe happy conſtitutions of the King- 
_ and/Natio., and the we meanes under God, 

&the Ke and his pzople happy : As for my- 
NP dbe here eacquit all the worl it and beſeech. 
God to forgive them : In particular, Lam very glad 
his Majeſty conceives ime not meriting; ſo. ſevere. 
KS puaniſlimgdt, "as the utmoſt execution) 
of chis ſearence, Fe mhiiutely rejoice ini, -and-in 
the nidbdy df iis: "an doe belcegtt Godt to rcturrie to-: 
hunithe ſures the e | BN Icy, when hee | 
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(3) 
lay his hand on his heart, and conſider {crioufly, 
whether the beginning of the peoples happincile 
ſhould ve written in-leners of blov./. I feare they 
arcin a wrong way : I dclijc Almighty God; that 
no'ore drop of my blood riſe up in ju !gement 2- 
- Eainſt them.-l have but one word more, and that is 
tor my Religion. 5 
My Lo: I doe profcile my felfe {erioully, faich- 
fully, andtuty, ta bee an obedient ſonne of the 
Church ofEngland © in thi Church Iwis borne 
and bred, inthar Religion I have lived,and now in 
that I dye; p:ofperity and happin:fl- be eyer to i”., 
k hath beene ſaid I was inclinedio Popery : if 

it be an 6bjc ion worth the anſwering, let me ſay 
truly from my heart, that ſince therime thar I was 
21, yeares of age, unto this day,going on 49.years,, 
In ver had thought or doubt of the truth of this 
Religion, nor had ever any the boldneſſe to ſuge 
peſt ro me the contrary(to my bett remembrance,) 
.& {o being r<conciied to the mercics of Chrift le-. 
{us my S3viour, into whoſc boſoime I hope ſhartty 
tt be gathered to enj75y erernall heppin: fſ+, whict. 
ſh ii] never have end, Idcfire heamnly ro be for- 
givenof every m2n,it any raſh or unadviſed word. 
hath-paſſed,and defire al} your prayers ; and fo my. 
Lo! farewel], aac farewe!1 ll Maps inthis world, 

- Fhe Lord ſtrengthen my faith, and give me con- 
fidence and affurance jn the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, . 
Trruſt-in God wee'ſhdll atl*meete to, live eternal- - 
ly- irs hewven;! A? the accompliſhment: ar 
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(4) 
all happineſſe', where every teare ſhall bee wiped 
from our cies, and ſad thought from our hearts : 
And ſo God bleſſe this Kingdome, and Jeſus have 
mercy on my ſoule. 
 Thenturning himſelfe about , hee ſalutedall the 
Noble men, and tooke a ſolemne leave of all con{i- 
oo perſons on the Scaffold, giving them his 
nd : 
And after that hee ſaid, Gentlemen, I would ſay 
my prajers , and I intreat you all to pray with mee; 
and for me, then his Chaplaine laid the booke of 
Common praier upon the chaire before him as hee 
kneeled downe, on which he praied almoſt aquar- 
ter of an houre, then hee praied as long or longer 
without a booke, and ended with the Lords praier ; 
then ſtanding up-he ſpies his brother Sir George 
Wentworth , and calls him to him, and faith, brother 
we muſt part, remember me to my {ifter, and to my 
wife, and carry my bleſſing to my eldeſt ſonne,and 
charge him from me, that hee feare God and con- 
tinue an obedient ſonne of the Church of England, 
and that he ſhould. approve himſelfe a faithfull ſub- 
jerto the King, and tell him thathe ſhould not have 
any private grudge or revenge towards any Concer- 
ning me,nnd bid him bewarethathe medle not with 
Church liviogs,for that will prove a moth & canker 
to him in his eſtate, and wiſh him to. content himſelf 
_ tobeaſgvant to his country, as a Juſtice of peace. in: 
his County, and not aiming at higher preferments ; - 
carry, my bleſſing alſato. my daughters; Ave and | 
EE.» A Arrabella, 


(5) EE - 
Arrabella, charge themto feare and ſerve God, and 
he will bleſſe them , nor forgetting my little Infant 
that yet knowes neither good nor evill, and cannot 
ſpeake for it {elfe , God ſpeake for it and bleſſe it 3 
then ſaid he, now I have nigh done, one ſtroke 
will make my wife husbandleſſe, my deare chi!- 
dren fatherleſſe, and my poore ſervants maſterleſle, 
and ſeperate me. from my deare brother and all my 
friends, but let God be to you and them, all in all. 
Afcer thar, going to take off nis doubl: t, an:1 to 
make himſclfe urready, he ſaid, 1 thanke God I am 
no more afraid of death; nov dawnted with any d:(cou« 
ragements riſing from any feares, but doe as cheerfully 
put off my doublet at this time,as ever I did when I went 
zo bed, Then he pur off his doubler,and wound up 
his haire with his hands,and put on a white cap. 
Then he called, Where is the man that ſhould 
doe.this laſt office? (meaning the Executioner)call 
him to me. When he came and askt him forgive- 
n«fſe, he told him he forgave him and al the world. 
Then knecling downe by the block, hee went to 
prayer a3aine himſelfe, , the Biſhop of Armach 
kneeling on the one ſide, and the Miniſter on the 
other ; . tothe which Miniſter after prayer he tur- 
ned himſelfe, and ſpoke lome few words ſoftly, 
having his hands lifted up :. this Miniſter cloſed 
his hands wich his, then bowing himſelfe to the 
carth to lay his headon the black, he told the Exe- 
cutioner that he would firſt lay dowae his head to 
try the fitneſle of the blocke, and take it up agant 
>fore 
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